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----------------------------------------------------    
 
African expert Yves Ekoué Amaïzo told https://www.kp.ru/ (The Russian Newspaper: Picture of the Day) 
why more and more countries on the continent are seeking friendship with Russia. 
 
Yves Ekoué Amaïzo is one of the foremost experts on Africa and head of an international think tank on 
African sovereignty called Afrocentricity Think Tank (www.afrocentricity.info). Now he lives in Austria, but 
he has not been able to return to his native Republic of Togo for many years - because he does not agree 
with the autocratic policies of the local authorities. 
 
Specially for kp.ru correspondent Edward Chesnokov, Mr. Amaïzo spoke about the causes of Africa's main 
misfortunes and why more and more regional leaders are abandoning ties with NATO countries in favor 
of friendship with Russia. 
 
 

1. WHY THE WEST FINANCES TERRORISTS 
 
CHESNOKOV: Colonialism seemed to end in 1960, when a lot of African countries gained independence. 
But French and American troops are still present in many places on the continent. This is explained to us 
by the "need to fight terrorism." 
 
AMAÏZO: In African realities, the word "terrorism" often refers to a group of mercenaries financed 
externally by third countries or transnational corporations. It can even be a whole "private army" that 
realizes someone's interests. Everything is done for two purposes: to destabilize the situation and to gain 
access to local natural resources (such as rare earth elements - for example, 80% of the world's reserves 
of columbite-tantalite, necessary to produce electrical appliances, smartphones, and spacecraft, are in 
the Eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and a terrorist group called M23 is 
operating there "quite by chance"). 
 
CHESNOKOV: But even a bandit gang must get resources for its existence somewhere. Your views ? 
 
AMAÏZO: Western countries are not present in Africa to "fight terrorism" - on the contrary, as we know 
from reliable sources, they explicitly or implicitly finance these terrorist cells, often hiding the true 
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financial chains through intermediaries in Middle Eastern states. Another "economic model" for militants 
is "self-sufficiency": taking advantage of the chaos, they kidnap people in unstable zones and earn money 
through ransom payments. Some African countries even pay such ransoms to terrorists from the state 
budget, and peace returns... until the next bandit attack. 
 
CHESNOKOV: Meanwhile, in West Africa, where most French colonies used to be, more and more 
countries are turning against Paris. In 2023, three republics - Mali, Burkina-Faso, and Niger - united to 
form the anti-Western Sahel Union. And now neighboring Chad is also considering joining the bloc ? 
 
AMAÏZO: The reasons for Chad's anti-colonial sentiments are the same as everywhere else: France's 
arrogant attempts to tell Africans what decisions they should make. They say that Paris knows better what 
is "right" for the former colonies and has no intention of changing its mind. And one more thing, if you 
remember who finances "African terrorism" and compare it with the death of the previous president of 
Chad, Idriss Déby, during a military operation against terrorists in 2021 - it will become clear to you that 
the new president, his successor son Mahamat Déby, has personal reasons for joining the anti-Western 
bloc. 
 
 

2. WHO BENEFITS FROM THE CORRUPTION AND LAWLESSNESS OF OFFICIALS. 
 
CHESNOKOV: And as if to counterbalance that, all four of these countries - Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, 
Chad - have stepped up military and technical cooperation with Moscow in recent years. Your views? 
 
AMAÏZO: Yes, in this respect, the Sahel Union, although implicitly, is becoming a pro-Russian bloc, because 
Russia is effectively and efficiently fighting terrorism, unlike the West. Also, Russia supports the idea of 
African sovereignty - that is, our countries gaining full independence and autonomy in all spheres. 
 
CHESNOKOV: But am I right in understanding that terror is far from being the only threat to Africa? 
 
AMAÏZO: Another problem is corruption and what in Russian is called "lawlessness" (of individual 
officials). For example, a month ago in neighboring Senegal, the young candidate Bassirou Diomaye Faye 
sensationally won. He was nominated by his fellow party member, the influential politician Ousmane 
Sonko, and went to the presidential election with an anti-corruption program. Now, just earlier, Senegal's 
pro-French president, Macky Sall, had thrown both men in jail on absurd charges, and only days before 
the election, under pressure from street protests, Faye and Sonko were released.  
 
CHESNOKOV: And Macky Sall became president in the past tense. But why do some Africans go against 
the interests of their own people in the first place?  
 
AMAÏZO: The West makes very good money from Africa by maintaining the existing order with the help 
of local dark-skinned traitors to the African idea from among the corrupt elites. This is why many "old 
post-colonial" leaders are not at all eager to change the system. I am referring to my native Togo, where 
the Gnassingbe "dynasty" has ruled since 1967: the father until 2005, and now his son. No wonder Togo 
supports the Americans, the French, the European Union, and NATO in everything. 
 
CHESNOKOV: Yes, I have noticed that in all anti-Western countries - the "Sahel Union" - in recent years 
there has been a change of regimes through military coups. A kind of "self-cleansing of the elites," and 
as a result, a real struggle against colonialism. What do you think ? 
 
AMAÏZO: This is because the military, which plays a big role in Africa, has listened to the people, and 
decided to be with the people. But unfortunately, not everywhere. In my native Togo, 90 percent of army 
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officers were trained by the French, and if the opposition rallies for African sovereignty, the military can 
disperse the rally on orders from the authorities. 
 
 

3. SECRETS OF BIOLABORATORIES 
 
CHESNOKOV: Last December in Burkina Faso, with the informational support of the Russian media, a 
conference entitled "Health Care and Sovereignty" was held, which caused hysteria in the West because 
of criticism of American biolaboratories. Any comments ? 
 
AMAÏZO: Even the U.S. government does not deny that the number of U.S. bio-laboratories in Africa is 
growing - they are in Cameroon, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, South Africa, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania, and Uganda1. Their activities, especially in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Guinea, are conducted in 
strict secrecy. France is also present in Gabon with a "biosafety level four" biolaboratory (meaning it 
contains highly pathogenic, highly dangerous microorganisms). Independent observers are not allowed 
into these facilities. 
 
CHESNOKOV: It is a historical fact that an outbreak of a hemorrhagic fever virus like the current Ebola 
was observed back in 1967 during a leak from laboratories in West Germany that were working with 
biomaterial from African monkeys. Is it also your views ? 
 
AMAÏZO: There is thus reason to believe that the Ebola2 pathogen (the largest outbreak occurred in West 
Africa in 2014-15) was not born without the involvement of Western biolabs3. The origin of  Ebola-
Marburg is not from Africa4. The true purpose of many other Western "drugs", as well as "suddenly 
appeared" infectious insects, which were "studied" in the same biolabs, is to reduce the population, 
including in Africa5. We also have reason to believe that these "biological tools6" have already been tested 
by Western intelligence services7 in biolabs8 in Ukraine9. 
 
CHESNOKOV: At the same time, when people really needed vaccines during the pandemic, the West was 
the last to supply them to Africa. I did the math: as of mid-2021, 50% of the U.S. population, 10% of the 
world's population, and only 2.2% of Africa's population had been vaccinated (often with vaccines that 
were not available in Western Europe or North America). Your explanations ? 
 
AMAÏZO: There was also a clever scheme: the "old-fashion" African politicians I mentioned paid Western 
corporations to buy vaccines from their state budgets, and as a "thank you" for this money, the West 
"ignored" that its "African partners" were actually very far from democracy and remained in power 
through unfair elections. Moreover, the Western vaccines supplied to Africans were often of poor quality 
and did not save lives - it is not by chance that the continent's most developed country, South Africa, 
eventually opened its own center to produce such drugs to supply them primarily to Africans10.  
 
CHESNOKOV: As far as I remember, Indian scientists helped create that center. Non-Western countries 
are offering their "non-Western alternative" to the continent? 
 
AMAÏZO: Yes, that is why more and more African countries are seeking cooperation with the BRICS 
countries, including Russia11. The main reason for that trend is that the Global North or the Western NATO 
allies are reluctant to pursue more equal partnerships with African countries12. 
 
Published on Afrocentricity Think Tank on: 21 April 2024 
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